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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 4543] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4543) for the relief of Mrs. Priscilla Crowley, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this private bill is to pay the sum of $5,646.25 to 
the estate of Mrs. Priscilla Crowley, formerly of Jersey City, N. J., 
in full settlement of all claims against the United States for the death 
of Mrs. Crowley as the result of a United States Army truck striking 
her on August 9, 1942, while she was standing on the sidewalk at the 
intersection of Jackson and Bramhall Avenues, Jersey City, N. J. 


STATEMENT 


At about 6:55 p. m., on August 9, 1942, an Army truck, operated by 
an enlisted man on official business skidded on a wet streetcar track 
while proceeding north on Jackson Avenue in Jersey City, N. J. 
The truck mounted the sidewalk at the northeast corner of Jackson 
and Bramhall Avenues, and struck Mrs. Priscilla Crowley. She was 
severely injured. She was taken from the scene of the accident to the 
Jersey City Medical Center where she was treated by Dr. Berger for a 
compound fracture of her right leg and internal injuries. At 11:14 
p. m. on August 12, 1942 Mrs. Crowley died as a result of the injuries 
sustained in the accident. 

The report of the Department of the Army, dated August 17, 1949, 
concedes that the accident was not caused by any fault or negligence 
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on the part of Mrs. Crowley. On the contrary the report affirmatively 
demonstrates that the accident was caused solely by the negligence of 
the driver of the Army truck in failing to maintain proper control of 
the vehicle. For these reasons the report of the Department of the 
Army recommends that this claim be paid in a reasonable amount. 
a = also concedes the reasonableness of the sum provided in 
this Dull. 

The estate of Priscilla Crowley has no remedy under the Federal 
Tort Claims Act (60 Stat. 843; 28 U.S. C. 931, as revised and codified 
by the act of June 25, 1948, 62 Stat. 933; 28 U. S. C. 1346 (b), and as 
amended by Public Law 55, 81st Cong., approved April 25, 1949). 
The lack of a remedy under this act is due to the fact that the accident 
took place prior to January 1, 1945, the effective date of that act. 

The committee has reviewed the evidence on which the Department 
of the Army conceded its negligence and it has considered the reason- 
ableness of the compensation. In both respects the evidence warrants 
the finding of the Department of the Army, and the committee 
consequently, recommends that this bill be considered favorably. 

The House Report No. 1861 to accompany H. R. 4543, Eighty- 
second Congress, second session, is hereby incorporated by reference 
and particular attention is directed to the report of the Department of 
the Army, dated August 17, 1949, which is set forth in full therein. 
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